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Congress for the right of petition. Neither of
these objects could have been secured but by the
means he adopted. Although one of a small mi-
nority, he was often able by his tactics to turn the
scale of the great parties in his district and in the
State, and secure for the cause of freedom impor-
tant advantages. It will be seen later how largely
he contributed to the election of Charles Stunner
to the United States Senate, by holding the anti-
slavery vote to a coalition distasteful to many of
his followers, which gave to pro-slavery Demo-
crats the governorship of Massachusetts, and the
principal state offices. He thought it of the first
importance, at that time, to secure a voice for
freedom in the Senate, and was willing to give up
a great deal to secure it.

Whittier has been called the Laureate of the
Liberty party, but it will be found that he did a
great deal more than write verse for it. He was
active in conventions that inaugurated and shaped
the policy of the party, beginning his work for a
third party only when all hope of reforming the
others had to be given up. If not in personal at-
tendance as a delegate, he wrote letters expressing
his views, so as to have a voice in the councils of
the party. This brought him into collision with a
large number of his friends among the abolitionists,
who believed in the policy of abstaining from all
political action under a Constitution which they
called " a covenant with death and a league with
hell," and who spent much time in denouncing
churches that failed to do their whole duty to the
slave. "Wliittier's position in regard to this mat-